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Waddow– Risk Assessment
Activity: Nightline      
     Date: Jan 2011
     

Review carried out by: Emily Peake (AI)
	Activity
	Hazard / Danger
	Severity:

High                  Medium                  Low
	Likelihood :

 Very Likely

 Fairly Likely

 Possible

 Unlikely

 Very Unlikely
	Control measures
	Risk assessment after Control measures:

   High

   Medium

   Low
	Review date

	Instructor Error 
	Injury
	High
	Very Unlikely
	All Instructors are will have a minimum of an 8 hour first aid certificate; the instructor will receive site specific training and assessment from the activity team. 
	Low 
	Jan 2012

	Helmets not fitted correctly
	Injury
	High
	Possible
	Helmet fitting checked by instructor before participants allowed into ropes enclosure.
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Equipment slippery in wet weather
	Injury
	Medium
	Possible
	Extra care to be taken when there is wet weather/water present. 
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Crossing Wobbly Elements or Elements that require Balance such as wobble bridge, balance beam and tyres.
	Injury
	Medium
	Possible
	Helmets worn. Instructor to act as a guide, giving verbal prompts and details of safety at each element (eg. mind the step) and also to physically guide the participants over elements when needed. Instructor will control the pace according to environmental conditions and the ability of group.
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Crawling through/under

 Ground elements such as the cargo net.
	Ground hazards, getting caught in netting and injury from grazing

Injury from crawling along the ground/entrapment in elements
	Medium
	Possible
	Helmets worn.

Instructor to spot and assist as needed.

Instructor to act as a guide giving verbal encouragement and to physically assist if required. Instructor to allow any people who are concerned about confined spaces to walk around any element they are not comfortable with. And escape hatches are included in long elements.
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Walking into trees
	Injury
	Low
	Very Likely
	Helmets worn. Encouraged to walk slowly.

Instructor briefs participants at the beginning of the session on the importance of walking slowly and sensibly and not to stray from following the line. The blacked out goggles provide some element of protection.
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Walking over tyres
	Tripping/Injury
	Medium
	Possible
	Encouraged to walk slowly and one at a time. Instructors/leaders can supervise and act as “buddies”. Instructor briefs participants at the beginning of the session on the importance of walking slowly and sensibly and not to pull down on the rope.
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Hand entrapment between tree and rope and wrapping rope around hand
	Injury
	Low
	Possible
	Participants encouraged walking slowly.

Instructor briefs participants at the beginning of the session on the importance of walking slowly and sensibly and not to twist the rope in there hands
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Branches and Trees falling
	Injury or death
	High
	Unlikely
	All participants in the enclosure wear a helmet.

Activity cancelled in adverse weather conditions (this is weather that is considered to cause harm to the group, either directly or indirectly-as a result of the weather causing safety equipment to fail. This could be gale force winds, very heavy rain or severe sleet/snow). 
All trees on the estate regularly checked by tree surgeon.

Instructor to check the area before and after the session to ensure the area and elements are safe to use.
	Medium
	Jan 2012

	Session undertaken in adverse weather conditions 
	Equipment Damage/Injury/Fall
	High
	Very Unlikely
	Sessions cancelled in adverse weather conditions (this is weather that is considered to cause harm to the group, either directly or indirectly-as a result of the weather causing safety equipment to fail. This could be gale force winds, very heavy rain or severe sleet/snow).
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Branches and Trees falling
	Injury or Death
	High
	Unlikely
	All participants in the enclosure wear a helmet.

Activity cancelled in adverse weather conditions (this is weather that is considered to cause harm to the group, either directly or indirectly-as a result of the weather causing safety equipment to fail. This could be gale force winds, very heavy rain or severe sleet/snow).
All trees on the estate checked by tree surgeon yearly.
	Medium
	Jan 2012

	Poor Group Discipline
	Equipment Damage/Injury
	High
	Very Unlikely
	The group’s leader is reminded that they are responsible for group discipline. The instructor has the right to cancel the session if they feel it is unsafe. A strict ratio of one instructor to ten participants is adhered to.
	Low 
	Jan 2012
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