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Waddow– Risk Assessment
Activity: Low Ropes      


Date: Jan 2011
    
 Review carried out by: Emily Peake (AI)
	Activity
	Hazard / Danger
	Severity:

High                  Medium                  Low
	Likelihood :

 Very Likely

 Fairly Likely

 Possible

 Unlikely

 Very Unlikely
	Control measures
	Risk assessment after Control measures:

   High

   Medium

   Low
	Review date

	Instructor Error 
	Injury/Fall
	High
	Very Unlikely
	All Instructors are will have a minimum of an 8 hour first aid certificate; the instructor will receive site specific training and assessment from the senior activity instructor.

A strict ratio of 1:9 participants is adhered to, with a maximum number of 18 in the enclosure.
	Low 
	Jan 2012

	Helmets not fitted correctly
	Injury/Fall
	High
	Possible
	Helmet fitting checked by instructor before participants allowed into ropes enclosure.
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Equipment slippery in wet weather
	Injury/Fall
	Medium
	Possible
	Ground elements are barked. Extra care to be taken when wet weather present. Wood jet washed and scrubbed.
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Participants fall onto spotters
	Injury to participants or spotters 
	Medium
	Fairly likely
	Instructor briefs the participant on how to be a good spotter and the emphasis on the importance of spotter role, paying attention. Instructor will maintain visual contact with groups.
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Overloaded wooden/rope/wire elements
	Equipment Damage/Injury/Fall
	Medium
	Very unlikely
	Instructor briefs the participants on the importance of having one person on an element at a time, and sets the groups of at different areas.
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Equipment Failure 
	Equipment Damage/Injury/Fall
	High
	Possible
	All components and personal equipment checked before and after use, every month by a suitable person. Equipment found to be defective is removed from service immediately. Checks are increased if the life span exceeds the manufacturer recommendations.
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Wire ropes/Static rigging equipment fails
	Injury/Fall
	High
	Very Unlikely
	Checked monthly by competent person (with an SPA) and yearly by an MIA/external company with relevant ropes access certification. Bands have been placed around cracking poles.

	Low
	Jan 2012

	Growth of trees over bolts
	Equipment Damage
	Medium
	Unlikely
	All trees on the estate regularly checked by tree surgeon yearly, and trees that are used for structural purposes on activities are checked once a month.
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Rolling along the roll net
	Injury/Fall
	High
	Likely
	An instructor briefs participant not to roll head over heals or flip, but to shuffle down on their bum or sausage roll down.
	Medium
	Jan 2012

	Exiting the roll net


	Injury/Fall
	High
	Fairly likely
	Instructor briefs the participants that are “budying” must stand at the bottom of the net to stop anybody falling of it.
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Fall from Tarzan Swing

	Injury/Fall
	High
	Fairly likely
	Course to be completed only using the correct route – ie swinging up the hill. 
Participants are advised not to swing down the hill due to the large drop and small landing space. 
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Participant misusing the equipment
	Equipment Damage/Injury/Fall
	High
	Very Likely
	Instructor fully briefs participants on safe usage, and not to use the equipment with out buddies.
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Pulley traverse and Zip wire
	Injury/Fall
	Medium
	Possible
	Instructor briefs group on spotters’ role-to walk alongside/drag the participant/behind them/push very gently and advise participant to go slowly, pass rope by hand. 
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Participant bumping into staples
	Injury
	Medium
	Fairly Likely
	Instructors briefs group on staples role, and to be careful when moving around into them.
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Session undertaken in adverse weather conditions 
	Equipment Damage/Injury/Fall
	High
	Very Unlikely
	Sessions cancelled in adverse weather conditions (this is weather that is considered to cause harm to the group, either directly or indirectly-as a result of the weather causing safety equipment to fail. This could be gale force winds, very heavy rain or severe sleet/snow).
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Branches and Trees falling
	Injury or Death
	High
	Unlikely
	All people in the enclosure wear a helmet.

Activity cancelled in adverse weather conditions (this is weather that is considered to cause harm to the group, either directly or indirectly-as a result of the weather causing safety equipment to fail. This could be gale force winds, very heavy rain or severe sleet/snow). 
All trees on the estate checked by tree surgeon yearly, and trees that are used for structural purposes on activities are checked once a month.
	Medium
	Jan 2012
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