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Waddow– Risk Assessment
Activity: Climbing & Bouldering  
     Date: Jan 2011

Review carried out by: 
Emily Peake (AI)

















	Activity
	Hazard / Danger
	Severity:

High                  Medium                  Low
	Likelihood :

 Very Likely

 Fairly Likely

 Possible

 Unlikely

 Very Unlikely
	Control measures
	Risk assessment after Control measures:

   High

   Medium

   Low
	Review date (unless incident occurs)

	Instructor Error 
	Injury/Fall
	High
	Very Unlikely
	All Instructors are trained to a minimum level of Girlguiding Climbing and Abseil Scheme’s Level 2 Award as well as having a minimum of an 8 hour first aid certificate and receiving onsite training and assessment from a Qualified MIA (Mountain Instructor Award) Or an MIC (Mountain Instructor Certificate)
	Low 
	Jan 2012

	PPE failure
	Injury/Fall
	High
	Very Unlikely
	All equipment thoroughly checked before and after use. Monthly kit checks throughout season by suitable person. Kit that is defective is immediately withdrawn from use. Checks are increased if the life span exceeds the manufacturer recommendations.
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Load bearing equipment breaking/sustaining damage due to excessive loading
	Injury/Fall
	High
	Likely
	A maximum weight limit is enforced of 16 stone to ensure that no equipment is overloaded and sustains damage. This guidance will be clearly stated on all new promotional material from September 2009.
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Fall from poor belaying


	Injury/Fall
	High
	Unlikely
	Belaying carefully controlled by instructor and group management techniques applied throughout session.

Belaying techniques where back up belayers are used. Participants fully briefed on practice of good belaying techniques.
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Session undertaken in adverse weather conditions 
	Equipment Damage/Injury/Fall
	High
	Very Unlikely
	Sessions cancelled in adverse weather conditions (this is weather that is considered to cause harm to the group, either directly or indirectly-as a result of the weather causing safety equipment to fail. This could be gale force winds, very heavy rain or severe sleet/snow).
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Helmets & harnesses worn incorrectly
	Equipment Damage/Injury/Fall
	High
	Very Unlikely
	Instructor to brief participants on correctly wearing kit. Regular checks by instructor, before &  during session
	Low
	Jan 2012


	Crag top anchors fail
	Injury/ Fall
	High
	Very Unlikely
	Checked monthly by competent person (with an SPA) and yearly by an MIA/external company with relevant ropes access certification.
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Falling rocks
	Equipment Damage/Injury
	Medium
	Fairly Likely
	Helmets worn.  Crag checked every session for appearance of any loose material. Crag maintained and any loose material removed.
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Harness and karabiners work loose so that participant is not secure
	Injury/ Fall
	High
	Unlikely
	Instructor is responsible for the karabiners being screwed up and harness’s are tightened before and during the session.
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Fall onto other climber
	Injury/Fall
	High
	Unlikely
	Instructor aware of hazards and adjusts ropes/climber. Climbs are set up away from each others paths.
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Ropes twist and wear on rock
	Injury/Fall
	High
	Unlikely
	The rigging ropes are at the correct length (ie. with the karabiners hung over the edge). Constant visual checks are completed by the instructor. Matting is used where rope comes into contact with rock (over the edge).
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Participants slipping whilst climbing
	Injury
	Medium
	Fairly Likely
	Crag maintained to ensure no rocks are loose. Good climbing technique is taught during the session.
	Medium
	Jan 2012

	Slips and trips
	Injury/Fall
	Medium
	Possible
	Instructor advises to be careful and not run


	Medium
	Jan 2012

	Animals grazing around crag approach site
	Injury/Infection
	Medium
	Possible
	Participants given specific instructions about grazing animals; to tread carefully and not to approach any animal before entering the field.


	Low
	Jan 2012

	Personal safety whilst in the enclosure
	Injury
	High
	Possible


	Anyone entering enclosure; including participants, staff, group leaders, must wear helmet correctly whilst the session in the enclosure.
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Fall whilst Bouldering
	Injury/Fall
	Medium
	Fairly Likely
	Instructor gives coaching on good bouldering techniques and the buddy system is used. 

The maximum height above ground is imposed as no higher than buddy’s waist and the out of bounds areas are defined as anywhere on the forward face of the crag
	Medium
	Jan 2012

	Injury from Barbed Wire
	Cuts/infections
	Medium
	Possible
	Instructors to make sure that the participants are aware of the barbed wire. Participants are asked to only use the gate and to not walk along the fence line. Barbed wire has been put on the bottom fence to deter trespassers and livestock from entering the enclosure. 
	Low
	Jan 2012

	Poor Group Discipline
	Equipment Damage/Injury
	High
	Very Unlikely
	The group’s leader is reminded that they are responsible for group discipline. The instructor has the right to cancel the session if they feel it is unsafe. A strict ratio of one instructor to eight participants is adhered to.
	Low 
	Jan 2012



This risk assesment has been read, understood and approved by:





Technical Advisor
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